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                               Student Name: _____________________________ 
  
                                         

Literature Unit for: 

Welcome Back to 
Pokeweed Public School  

 

Author:  John Bianchi 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To the parents of_________________, 
Your child has worked on a literature unit during small group with me.  We have competed several activities that 
build skills in comprehension of the story, increasing vocabulary knowledge, and re-telling the story.  Some 
activities were completed as a small group together, and some were completed with your child.  Please review the 
packet and ask your child to tell you about the story.  Here is a summary of the story for your knowledge: 

 
Book Summary:  The students of Pokeweed Public School are excited to be back for the 1st day of school.  

They are excited to see the new “high tech” improvements made to their school over the summer; new computers in 
the lab, a fancy new sprinkler system with the fire alarms, and even a master control computer to control the locks 
on the doors.  But, the students quickly learn that sometimes “high tech” gadgets are not the most important 
learning tools.   
 
Specifically during this unit, we have worked on language skills in the areas of: 

• Literal Comprehension (Who, What, When, Where) 
• Inferential comprehension (predictions, cause-effect, character’s emotions/intentions) 
• Determining which events are the important, major events 
• Creating a “Storymap” used to re-tell the story 
• Building Vocabulary (defining, categorization, describing) 
• Grammar:  personal and possessive pronouns 

 
Thank you for reviewing this unit with your child!  Sincerely,  Jill D. Kuzma, M.A, CCC-SLP 
         Date: September 2009 
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Pre-Reading  
Brainstorming:  Think of any new things in your school this year.  Some ideas are: 

• New teachers?  Teachers teaching different grade levels? 
• New technology in the school? 
• New décor or items in the classroom 

 
Comprehension 
Note to the teacher:  Mark a check next to the context in which the comprehension questions were asked. 
___ during the story using picture clues 
___ after the story was concluded that day, using picture cues 
___ after the story was concluded that day, without picture cues  
___ a day or two after reading the story, using picture cues 
___ a day or two after reading the story, without picture cues 
 
Record the student’s answers. 
Literal Comprehension Questions: 

1.   There were 2 new students in Ms. Mudwortz’s class.  Who were they? 
(an elephant names Buwocka from Africa & a kangaroo named Bruce from Australia) 
 

 2.   When does the story take place?   
  (in September, during the fall, the 1st day of school) 
 
 3.    The kids were locked out from the school when the fire sprinklers went off!  
  How did the kids get into the school again? ((Ms. Mudwortz reached through 
  the principal’s window to unplug the computer that controlled the locks.) 
 
 4.    What are 2 things the students did at the Ice Cream Factory? 
  (took a tour, learned how to make ice cream, named a new flavor, got a treat) 
 

5. What are the 2 of the signs of Fall the students saw? 
(leaves changing color, football practice, bird flying south) 

 
Inferential Comprehension Questions: 

1.     Do you think the students are new to Pokeweed School?  How do you know that? 
  (No, most students have been there before – they remember the bus ride from last year and 
  they had the same teacher last year.) 
 
 2.    Did Principal Slugmeyer plan for the sprinklers to go off during the fire drill? 
  (No – it was an accident and he was really surprised!) 
 

3.   What do you think the Principal should do next time he has a fire drill? 
     (check to make sure the sprinklers are off; have the system fixed) 

 
 

Name: __________________________ 
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Thinking about Story Events 

 
Some of the events from our story are very important, or MAJOR events.  Other things that happen can be 
interesting, but they are not really the most important events of the story.  It is important to remember and 
describe only the MAJOR events when you tell another person about the story, or write a summary. 
 
Directions: 

1. Read the events in the squares below.  Cut out the squares.   
2. Glue them into the box that fits the event. 
3. Look at the events in the “Important and Interesting” box.  Number them in the order they 

happened in the story from the 1st event in the beginning to the last event at the end of the story.   
 
 
 
 
 

Important and Interesting Not Important, but Interesting 

Event:  The fire alarm made the 
sprinklers turn on. 
 

Event:  The students made a new 
pumpkin ice cream. 
 Event:  The school got a fancy new 

computer to control the door locks 
 

Event:  The school was flooded with 
water! 
 Event:  The students ride the bus to 

school. 
 

Event: Ms. Mudsworth took the 
students on a field trip. 
 Event: There are 2 new students in the 

class from Australia and Africa. 
 

Event: Principal Slugmeyer learned that 
computer can be helpful, but cannot 
solve every problem 
 

Name: __________________________ 

1…2…3
… 
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Completed Story Map for: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Events (What happened?) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beginning    Middle    End 

Title:  Welcome Back to 
Pokeweed Public School  
by J. Bianchi 

Characters (WHO): 
Name   Describe 2 things 
 
Students excited, curious 
 
Ms. Mudsworth  calm, quick thinker 
(the cow) 
 
Principal Slugmeyer   nervous,  
(the dog)  panicked 

Setting (WHERE): 
 

1. School 
 

2.  Walk around the  
neighborhood 

 
      3.  Ice Cream Factory 

Setting (WHEN): 
Time of year? 
Fall - September 
 
How much time passes? 
1 day 
 
Day or night? 
daytime 

At the beginning… 
the students were 
learning about the 
new computer 
system that 
controlled 
everything at the 
school like the fire 
alarms and door 
locks. 

But…when they had 
a fire drill, the 
sprinklers went off 
accidently and 
flooded the school! 

Then…the students 
and teachers 
decided to go on a 
field trip to look 
for signs of fall in 
the neighborhood 
and visit the ice 
cream factory. 

So, at the 
end…everyone 
learned that 
computers can be 
helpful, but cannot 
solve every 
problem!  
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Fill-in StoryMap: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Events (What happened?) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beginning    Middle    End 

Title: Welcome Back to 
Pokeweed Public School  
by J. Bianchi 

Characters (WHO): 
Name   Describe 2 things 
 

Setting (WHERE): 
 
1. 
 
 
2. 

Setting (WHEN): 
Time of year? 
 
 
How much time passes? 
 
 
Day or night? 

At the beginning 
(character’s name) 
was … 

But… Then… So, at the end… 

Name: __________________________ 
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Vocabulary for: 
 
Directions:  Look up the meaning of each vocabulary word.  Write 1 synonym and 1 antonym if possible. 
Vocabulary Word(s)  Meaning   Synonym Antonym 
1.   flaw    something wrong with  error, defect perfect 
    a item or system 
 
2.  tour    a visit to a learn about   visit, outing N/A 
    a new place 
 
3.   cable    an group of electrical  cord, wire N/A 
    wires 
 
 
Name 3 other items that belong in each category: 
 
 
 
  

 
Signs of Fall       Places that         Things that       Things that 
        people tour   have electric cords   computers can do 
 
___________  ____________  ___________  ___________ 
 
___________  ____________  ___________  ___________ 
 
___________  ____________  ___________  ___________ 
 
 
Describing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is it for?     _______________  ______________  ___________ 
 
What does it  
look/feel like?    _______________  ______________  ___________ 
 
Where do you  
   find it?    _______________  ______________  ___________ 

Describe… a 

Fire Alarm 

Describe….a 

Globe Describe… a 

Computer 

Name: __________________________ 
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Grammar/Expression  
 
Grammatical structures we are working on with this storybook:   
 

Circle the word that best completes the sentence: 
 
 
1.    Ms. Mudwortz has two new students in  HER/SHE’s  class. 
 
 
2.   Principal Slugmeyer was really proud of  HIS/HE’s  fancy new computer system!   
 
 
3. HE/HIM  felt shocked when the sprinklers went off during the fire drill. 
 
 
4.   Ms. Mudwortz took the students to visit  HER/HERS  cousin at the Ice Cream Factory.   
 
 
5.   The students were excited they  THEY/THEM  got an ice cream treat! 
 
 
 
 

Tell one sentence about the story using each of these words.  (Teacher record the sentence) 
 
1.      Look at the picture on pages 15 & 16.  Tell a sentence about the teacher, Ms. 
Mudwortz and use the pronouns, SHE and HER in the sentence. 

 
2.    Look at pages 11 & 12.  Tell a sentence about Principal Slugmeyer and use the pronouns, 
HE and HIS in the sentence.   

 
 

3.   Look at pages 1 & 2.  Make a sentence about the young sheep shopping in the store using 
the pronouns, SHE and HER. 

 
 

4.  Look at pages 3 & 4.  Make a sentence about the students riding the school bus using the 
pronouns, THEY and THEIR.   
 
5.  Look at the last page of the storybook.  Make a sentence about what the students might 
be thinking using the word  THEY.   

 
 
 

Name: __________________________ 


